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IRISH WORKHOUSES: "BY THEIR FRUITS YE
SHALL KNOW THEM."

Su,-I have read with great interest the reports of your
Special Commission on the management of the Irish work-
houses, and I sincerely trust the whole range of workhouses
in Ireland may be gone through.

-During the time that I acted as house-surgeon at one of the
ophthalmic hospitals in Dablin we frequently received cases
sent up from the country workhouses for operation or other
treatment, and of these workhouses it may assuredly be said:
"by their fruits ye shall know them." Most frequently the
patients, who were very ill clad, presented the appearance of
having never been washed, and I have over and over again
found not only their heads but their eyebrows and eyelashes
covered with pediculi. In one case-a young girl with ulcer
of cornea in which the iris had prolapsed-the very lashes
and brows had vermin clinging to nearly every hair. Can
there be a more fitting commentary on the state of affairs
described in your Commissioner's reports?
In many cases the Boards of Guardians are composed of

men who have been elected simply for their political exer-
tions on behalf of the dominant party; their ignorance is
often only equalled by their carelessness, and, while the
Boards of Guardians will exert all their energies to flatter a
demagogue or to condemn anyone who takes a different view
in politics from theirs. few seem to care for the lot of the
unfortunate paupers who are entrusted to their care. No
reform will come if matters are simply left to the guardians
themselves. There is need of a strong central authority, and
perhaps of financial assistance-for many of the districts are
very poor-before any really efficient reforms can be carried
out. The reknedy must come from without, and the action of
the BRITISH MBDICAL JOURNAL in appointing this Commis-
sion ought to be the herald of brighter times to come.-I
am, etc.,
Great Malvern, Oct. 26th. HENRY W. JACOB, M.D.

THE MANIA FOR "S ENSATIONS."
Sr,-Unfortunately the eager desire to manufacture " sen-

sations " is by no means abating, as the following recent ex-
perience of my own will show.
On October 11th, I had occasion to operate on a girl of

19 years to remedy the condition of total absence of the
vagina with an enlarged uterus distended with retained
menses. Dr. Henry, of Lewisham, administered chloroform,
and the girl's aunt was present. I shall send you full details
of the case, but it will suffice here to say that the patient
died on the tenth day after the operation. I gave the usual
death certificate, stating as the cause of death " peritonitis,
diarrhoea, and septicsemia after operation for complete
vaginal atresia with retained-menses on October llth." This
was duly presented to the local registrar, who, without mak-
ing any inquiries, refused his certificate, directed that funeral
arrangements should be delayed, and said the case must be
reported to the coroner. The relatives were much dis-
tressed and surprised. We, of course, recognised that
the registrar, with that small amount of knowledge
which is undoubtedly a source of danger, had regarded
" retained menses " as a sort of synonym for pregnancy.
He had evidently at once, without further inquiry, suspected
me of a trivial offence known in law as " wilful murder." He
reported the case to the coroner, and in consequence a police-
man (the coroner's officer) called on the relatives of my de-
ceased patient, and subjected those ladies to close cross-
questioning as to the condition of the genital organs of the
deceased, and all the details of the delicate operation to
which she had been subjected. They assured the officer that
they were fully satisfied with my skill and care in the case.
After this I received a request from the coroner for full de-
tails of the case, which I of course furnished, at the same
time telling him a good deal of what is vulgarly called one's
" mind " in reference to what had happened
Of course, the coroner being a doctor the burial certificate

was at last granted without an inquest, and this most painful
episode terminated. I am carefully considering what steps I
shall now take, but 1 feel sure that all my professional
brethren will agree with me that this kind of thing is abso-
lutely intolerable. I may 'say that the registrar had not the

shadow of a ground for suspicion beyond his ignorant at-
tempt to read between the lines of my certificate. I under-
stand that the registrar afterwards excused his action by
referring to recent ' disclosures " as to medical men.
This is the serious side of it, but I hope the day has not

yet come when it will be necessary to have a policeman
present whenever a dangerous operation is performed in a
private house.-I am, etc.,
Higbgate, N., Oct. 27th. HUGH WOODS, M.D.

THE EDUCATION OF THE STUDENT IN PRACTICAL
MIDWIFERY.

SRn,--It may interest Dr. Rentoul to know, in spite of his
evidence from the Calendar and his circular letter, that in
1889 the autborities of Dablin University did then require a
certificate of thirty attendances, ten of which had to be per-
sonally conducted. This statement is based on personal
experience.
ln this instance Dr. Rentoul's agitation of 1890 cannot have

produced the result he takes credit for.-I am, etc.,
Stapleton, Oct. 28th. THOS. NORTH.

CERTIFICATED MIDWIVES AND BOARDS OF
GUARDIANS.

Sra,-I have read Dr. Lovell Drage's letter with much satis-
faction. It is as he says most important that the Council of
the British Medical Association should take active steps to
carry out the intention of Dr. Welsford's resolution. The
Branches have spoken clearly enough on the matter, and we
are not without friends on the Council, but in electing future
members of the Council it behoves us to select men who
represent our views.-I am, etc.,
Southampton, Oct. 26th. J. F. BULLAB.

CLUBS, CHEAP PRACTICE, AND UNDERSELLING.
SIR,-In the BRITISH MBDICAL JOURNAL of September 28th,

under the above heading, there appears a letter signed
"C. Penruddocke, M.R.C.8.," of Wylye, Bath.
Under pretext of drawing attention to a subject of general

interest, the writer makes an attack upon " a graduate of a
northern university," who " some little time ago purchased a
practice in a neighbouring village." The reference is a little
obscure, but a client of ours who answers the description
feels that some of his brother professional men may consider
that the accusation of professional misconduct has been made
against him. As a fact, his attention was only recently
drawn to the letter by a professional man in London who
knows him and the district.
So far as our client is concerned, the accusations are en-

tirely false.-We are, etc.,
Watling Street, E.C., Oct. 24th. FIsHzE, CARTER, AND MoI.

"A DANGEROUS VOYAGE."
Sm.-In your editorial in the BRITIsH MIDICAL JOURNAL of

October 26th, entitled "A Dangerous Voyage," a rumour
current here is given a publicity and importance which is not
justified by the facts.

I was in attendance upon the Liverpool cotton broker who
died of typhoid fever, in conjunction with one of our consult-
ing physicians. We both gave as our opinion that,-while
there was no doubt of the immediate illness called by the
offensive smells of the Manchester Ship Canal, the period of
incubation was too short to account for typhoid from that
source.
The Canal voyage was on September 21st, and the patient

was ill on the 29th, 1 seeing him first on the 30th.-I am, etc..
October 30th. M.D.

SEATS FOR CYCLES.
Sma,-In connection with this topic, and with Mr. Noble

Smith's letter of October 26th, I wish to say that I have re-
ceived many letters from cyclists of all ages who have
adopted the seat formed of two circular air pads side by side,
and so placed with regard to the pedals and handles that the
ischial tuberosities are seated upon the centre of the cupped
air pads instead of the usual plan, in which the seat or saddle
is so far forward over the pedals that no saddle without a
peak is a practicable thing. I venture to call attention again


